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GRIZ HONOR FRIENDS FROM SPOKANE 
MISSOULA—
The Spokane area is home to some of the inland northwest’s most exciting cultural 
attractions, including the Spokane Symphony Orchestra and the Spokane Opera House. The Lilac 
City also is home to first-team All-Big Sky Conference honorees Chris Snyder, a place-kicker 
and punter, and defensive tackle Blake Horgan.
Spokane also is home to some of the most loyal Griz fans, including Clayton and Lonna 
Linnell. Along with Clayton’s parents, this generation of Linnells was awarded the UM 
Distinguished Community Service Award during the Sept. 13 Grizzly football game.
In 1985, Clayton earned a UM bachelor of science degree in business, which he used in 
his careers at Ernst & Young and PricewaterhouseCoopers in Phoenix and Seattle respectively. 
After moving to Spokane in 1995, Clayton started a commercial contracting business.
He has maintained his connection with UM as a lifetime UM Alumni Association 
member and founding and current president of the Inland Northwest chapter of the Montana 
Grizzly Scholarship Association. In his community Clayton volunteers his time on the board of 
the Spokane Youth Sports Association, as well as the Ronald McDonald House of Spokane. He 
also is active in the Spokane Economic Development Council and the Association of General 
Contractors.
Lonna also earned a UM degree in business, which she used in the public accounting and
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tax practices at PWC before working in private corporate accounting and finance. As a student 
she was a UM Advocate. Now she is a lifetime UMAA member and a member of the Montana 
Grizzly Scholarship Association, while participating actively in her church and in the Junior 
League of Spokane.
Lonna’s sisters Rhonda and Jennifer also attended UM.
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